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1. MY THANKS TO PRESIDENT AND ALL CONCERNED FOR SETTING UP 
MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER RAMGOOLAM. EVEN IF MEETING RESULTS 
ONLY IN NON-SUBSTANTIVE CONVERSATION, AT LEAST IT SHOULD 
PROVIDE OPPORTUNITY FOR FIRENDLY PERSONAL ACQUAINTANCESHIP, 
WHICH COULD BE MOST HELPFUL TO OUR RELATIONS. 

2. 1 HOPE THOSE DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN MEETING WILL BEAR IN 
MIND I BELIEVE TIME HAS COME FOR US TO PHASE DOWN OR OUT 
FOUR- YEAR OLD US $1 MILLION ANNUAL FOOD-FOR WORK AID PROGRAM 
HERE, MAINLY FOR FOLLOWING REASONS: 

A) RECIPIENT DEVELOPMENT WORKS CORPORATION (SIMILAR TO 
ROOSEVELT'S WPA IS TARGET OF MUCH LOCAL CRITICISM FOR 
ABSENTEEISM AND COMPETITION FOR LABOR INCONSISTENT WITH ITS 
ORIGINAL PURPOSE OF SOPPING UP UNEMPLOYED. 
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B) INCREASING ANTI-AMERICAN LEFTWING CONTROL OF DWC WORKERS. 
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C) OUR EXTREME DIFFICULTIES IN MONITORING FOOD DELIVERIES TO 
WORKERS ON AGREED PROJECTS. 

3. 1 HAVE EXPLAINED THESE PROBLEMS AND MY PREFERENCE TO SHIFT 
OUR AID TO ONE OR MORE OTHER MORE CONSTRUCTIVE AND MANAGEABLE 
PROJECTS TO PRIME MINISTER, FINANCE MINISTER AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT MINISTER. PRIME MINISTER HAS VAGUELY SUGGESTED 
ALTERNATIVE US ASSISTANCE IN EDUCATIONAL FIELD, POSSIBLY IN 
COLLABORATION WITH THE UK, BUT GOM HAS TO DATE MADE NO SPECIFIC 
PROPOSALS. IF SUBJECT OF FUTURE US AID ARISES IN MEETING, 

I SUGGEST PRESIDENT TELL RAMGOOLAM THAT WE WOULD LIKE TO SEEK 
AN ALTERNATIVE TO PRESENT AID PROGRAM WHICH WOULD BE MORE 
MANAGEABLE AND PRACTICAL FROM BOTH POINTS OF VIEW - E.G., 

IN FIELD OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT, PUBLIC HEALTH OR EDUCATION - 
AND WE WOULD BE PREPARED TO TALK TURKEY WITH RAMGOOLAM UPON 
HIS RETURN TO MAURITIUS. 

4. RE DIEGO GARCIA: RAMGOOLAM MIGHT URGE PRESIDENT TO MAKE 
SOME SORT OF GESTURE TO INDIAN OCEAN COUNTRIES AND THIRD 
WORLD ALONG LINES OF AUSTRALIAN PROPOSAL FOR US-USSR MUTUAL 
RESTRAINTS IN AREA. RAMGOOLAM MIGHT POSSIBLY ASK PRESIDENT 
IF IT IS POSSIBLE TO POSTPONE IMPLEMENTATION OF DIEGO UPGRADE 
AT LEAST UNTIL AFTER POTENTIAL MAURITIAN ELECTIONS NEXT YEAR. 
WHETHER OR NOT RAMGOOLAM RAISES DIEGO, I WOULD RECOMMEND 
PRESIDENT TAKE INITIATIVE TO MAKE THESE POINTS: 

A) WE SEEK NO ESCALATION IN INDIAN OCEAN AND WE REMAIN 
WILLING TO CONSIDER ANY REALISTIC CONSTRUCTIVE MEANS OF ACHIEV- 
ING RELIABLE MUTUAL RESTRAINTS. BUT ESPECIALLY IN VIEW OF LACK 
OF SOVIET RESPONSE TO DATE WE FEEL IT IS OF POSITIVE VALUE 

NOT ONLY TO US BUT TO FAIR-MINDED LITTORAL STATES TO MAINTAIN 
REASONABLE STRATEGIC BALANCE IN AREA. 

B) IF RAMGOOLAM SHOULD HAVE ANY INDICATION FROM SOVIETS THAT 
THEY WOULD BE WILLING TO ACCEPT MEANINGFUL MUTUAL RESTRAINTS, 
WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW ABOUT IT AND WOULD BE GLAD TO GIVE 

IT CAREFUL CONSIDERATION. 

C) WE APPRECIATE RAMGOOLAM'S EVEN-HANDED, OPEN-DOOR POLICY 
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RE NAVAL VISITS. 

D) IF IT WERE NOT FOR FORTUITOUS PRESENCE OF 7TH FLEET UNITS 

IN WESTERN INDIAN OCEAN IN FEBRUARY, WE COULD NOT HAVE GIVEN 
PROMPT CYCLONE RELIEF ASSISTANCE TO MAURITIUS AFTER GERVAISE 
(OUR COST WAS OVER $300,000). 

5. 1 AM STILL HOLDING CHECK FOR $25,000 FOR EMERGENCY CYCLONE 
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RELIEF WHICH I PLEDGED TO RAMGOOLAM 48 HOURS AFTER CYCLONE 
STRUCK, BECAUSE GOM HAS YET TO TAKE ANY SPECIFIC ACTION TO 
REBUILD HOUSES FOR CYCLONE VICTIMS AND NOW HAS VERY LARGE 
FUND FROM LOCAL AND FOREIGN CONTRIBUTORS WHICH COULD TURN 
INTO ANOTHER EMBARRASSMENT FOR RAMGOOLAM LIKE THE 1973 UK 
PAYMENT FOR RESETTLEMENT OF DIEGO EVACUEES HERE. IF THE 
PRESIDENT WOULD LIKE TO MAKE SOME TANGIBLE GESTURE TO 
RAMGOOLAM AT THIS POINT, HE MIGHT CONFIRM OUR INTENTION TO 
PROVIDE THIS SUM AS SOON AS GOM READY TO UTILIZE IT FOR 
CYCLONE VICTIMS. 

6. ANOTHER GESTURE PRESIDENT COULD MAKE, WHICH I AM SURE WOULD 
PLEASE RAMGOOLAM, WOULD BE TO OFFER US EQUIPMENT FOR CARDIAC 
TREATMENT UNIT AT SIR SEEWOOSAGUR RAMGOOLAM HOSPITAL, WHICH 
WE COULD FUND FROM LOCAL AID SELF-HELP PROGRAM. 

7. RECOMMEND PRESIDENT PRESENT AUTOGRAPHED PHOTOS OF MEETING. 
MANHARD 
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